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Scene 1
LI GHTS UP

A gate stands near stage left. An ANCEL sits at a
desk outside it, typing into a LAPTOP. A |arge
BOOX is on the desk next to her.

CHANCE enters, stage right. He glances around
nervously.

CHANCE
Excuse ne?

ANGEL
May | hel p you?

CHANCE
|s this Heaven?

ANGEL
The one and only.

CHANCE
So |’ mdead then, huh?

ANGEL
Afraid so. But you can spend the best years of your
Afterlife here.

CHANCE
Does that nean | get to cone in?

ANGEL
Certainly. Wat’s your name?

CHANCE
Chance Doe.

Angel flips slowy through the Book.

CHANCE
That’ s Chance Doe.
(beat)
Doe.

She switches to the | aptop
CHANCE

(beat)
Wth a D

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

ANCGEL
|’msorry. | can’t seemto find your application.
CHANCE
My application?
ANCGEL
Did you send one in?
CHANCE
| didn’t know | had to apply.
ANGEL
Well luckily for you, the deadline for the Resurrection

Termisn't until March. Wuld you like to apply now?

CHANCE
Yes, please.

ANCGEL
(prepares to type into | aptop)
How ol d are you?

CHANCE
18.

ANGEL
Bi rt hday?

CHANCE
Cct ober 21st.

ANGEL
Where did you live?

CHANCE
Chi cago.

ANGEL
Your GPA?

CHANCE
(beat)
My GPA?

ANGEL
Your Goodly Person Attributes.

CHANCE
Oh. | don’t know?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

ANCGEL
(flips Book to show Chance)
You know t he seven deadly sins? Take the good versions
of those traits, add the appropriate nunber that you
thi nk applies, and then divide by seven. 4.0 is
saintly, 3.0 is good, 2.0 is decent, and 1.0 is the guy
downst ai r s.

CHANCE
3.07?

ANGEL
Excel l ent. Now what is your course of neditation?

CHANCE
...getting into Heaven?

ANGEL
Wel | obviously. You want to be an angel, right? \Wat
ki nd of angel would you like to be? They all require
different neditations. Cherubim Seraphim Archangel ?

CHANCE
Do | have to deci de now?
ANGEL
Vel | you have to be sonet hing.
CHANCE
... Cherubi m
ANGEL
You'll make an excell ent Cherub. Now I’'ll need at | east

one letter of recomendati on.

CHANCE
From who?

ANGEL
A priest. Arabbi. A mnister. Soneone who coul d say
you’ d be a good candi date for Heaven.

CHANCE
Can | just say it?

ANGEL
No.

CHANCE
| don’t have one.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

ANGEL
(annoyed)
Well, it’s not necessary. Just preferred.

CHANCE
Sorry. Am | done?

ANGEL
Just one nore thing.

Ali ce shoves the Book and a pen into Chance’s
hands.

ANGEL
An essay.

CHANCE
How | ong?

ANGEL
Just a thousand words.

CHANCE
About what ?

ANGEL
Wiy do you want to get into Heaven?

CHANCE
...Because it's better than the alternative?

ANGEL
Wite it down.

Chance awkwardly bal ances the Book on his arm and
begins witing.

ANCGEL
Wil e you re doing that we can di scuss your finances.
CHANCE
Fi nances? Does Heaven cost noney?
ANCGEL
O course. Everything is gold here. Paradise isn't
cheap.
CHANCE

Well how much is it?

Al'i ce beckons Chance cl oser and whispers in his
ear.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 5.

Chance drops the Book.

CHANCE
| can’t pay that!

ANGEL
You can’t?

CHANCE
No!

ANCGEL
You know t hat 99% of Heaven applicants have said that
| ately?

CHANCE
(overdramati c)
| wonder why!

ANCGEL
Vell we help you, we offer | oans. You just pay them
back once you're an Angel. And we don't even start
chargi ng you until six nonths after you get your halo.
It doesn’t take long. A couple mllenia.

CHANCE
Why does it cost so nuch?
ANGEL
(definitive)
Par adi se isn’t cheap.
CHANCE
How the hell did it get this way?
ANCGEL
(exasper at ed)
Hell is down the hall and to your |eft.
CHANCE

Is it any easier to get into?

ANGEL
Much harder, actually.

CHANCE
Wl | are those |loans hard to get?

ANGEL
Very. But there is a third option.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

CHANCE
There is?

ANCGEL
Many souls choose to begin their Afterlife experience
in Purgatory. It’s nuch | ess expensive and nost of
their credits transfer over.

CHANCE
Credits?

ANCGEL
You can | earn the basics of Angel hood in Purgatory.
Li ke how to play the harp. And then transfer those
credits over here to pick up your neditation where you
left off.

CHANCE
What if | don’t want to |learn how to play the harp?

ANGEL
(of fended, intense)
Everyone needs to know how to play the harp.

CHANCE
And ny learning the harp there will count as if |
| earned it here?

ANCGEL
Only if you take Harp 100. Harp 101 doesn’t count here,
and Harp 102 technically qualifies under Heaven's
" Personal Devel opnent’ requirenent and not ' Heavenly
Music’ like it is in Purgatory. You could take Harp
210, but the prerequisite is Harp 101, and since that
doesn’t count, | wouldn't recommend it. But Harp 115 is
fun. So long as you take it concurrently with Harp 116.
They don’t count unless they' re a bundl e package.

CHANCE
Does Purgatory make this harder or easier?
ANCGEL
(cheerful)
Yes.
CHANCE
(beat)
VWll, God knows |’ve got no other choice.
ANGEL

God certainly does know.
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CONTI NUED: 7.

CHANCE
So | guess I'mgoing to Purgatory.
ANCGEL
The best of luck to you. It’s right before the door to
Hel |
CHANCE
Goodbye.
ANCGEL

Have a lovely tinmne.
Chance exits.
ANGEL
| mss the days when people just buried thenselves with
all their gold. The Egyptians knew how to do it.

LI GATS DOWN



